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Due to the restrictions and requirements as a
result of COVID-19, when visiting the township
offices, please wear a mask and practice safe
distances of 6 feet or more between you and
others.
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Below are eight things to know about voting an absentee ballot.
1. Any registered voter can vote by absentee ballot. As a result of Proposal 3 approved by voters in November 2018 anyone can request an absentee ballot for an election and need not give a reason for doing so. You can then cast your ballot
anytime between now and August 4th.
2. Absentee ballots can be obtained by mail or in person. Friday, July 31, is the last day that election clerks will mail out
absentee ballots for the August 4th election. Absentee ballots can also be obtained in person at the clerk's office. Ballots
picked up in person at our office cannot be given to anyone other than the voter. Voters will be asked to present a valid
photo ID when obtaining an absentee ballot in person.
3. For the August primary, Michigan law states that in a primary election a voter can only vote a single party. For our absentee ballot voters; if you mistakenly or inadvertently vote for both Democrat and Republican candidates in the primary
election, the only portion that will count is the nonpartisan portion and any proposals that may be on the ballot, everything
else will be disqualified. If you make a mistake on your ballot you can bring it back to the township, with photo I.D. and
receive a new ballot.
4. Monday, August 3, is the deadline for getting an absentee ballot. The deadline for obtaining an absentee ballot is 4 p.m.
Monday, August 3. However, ballots picked up on Monday from the Clerk must be voted and turned in immediately; they
cannot be taken home.
5. Election Day is the deadline for returning absentee ballots. Absentee ballots must be in the hands of the clerk's office by
8 p.m. on August 4th. Postmarks don't count. The law requires election officials to spoil absentee ballots that arrive after
8:00 pm on Election Day. Absentee ballots can also be hand-delivered to my office or by dropping them in our secure drop
box located on the south side of our building, directly next to the drive thru window.
6. Make sure to fill out the ballot correctly -- including signing the envelope. One big advantage of voting in person on
Election Day is your ballot is immediately fed into a tabulator and if it's filled out improperly, you know immediately. Absentee voters don't have that opportunity, it is important you read all of the instructions with your ballot. Use a ballpoint pen vs.
a felt marker and clearly mark all of your selections. . Sign the ballot envelope. Only the voter can sign their envelope. All
signatures are verified against the signature in your voter file records. If your signature doesn't match what is on record
you will receive a letter or phone call from my office. Please note, unsigned ballots cannot be counted.
7. If you lose your absentee ballot or change your mind on how to vote, you can get a new ballot. If you lost your ballot, or
have changed your mind, you can obtain a new ballot from the clerk's office before 4 p.m. Monday, August 3.
8. Do I have to vote absentee this year? NO. You still have the right to vote in person at your polling location. Finally, I
would like to remind voters that a primary election does not officially elect anyone to an office. A primary election narrows
the field for each office to the number of positions open, for each political party. A candidate can lose in a Primary Election
but they cannot win an office in a Primary Election.

