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Green Lake Township Regular Board Meeting
Minutes 
May 8, 2023

CALL TO ORDER:	Called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Clerk Kramer.

ROLL CALL:  West, Kramer, Marek, McDonald, Bieganowski, Biondo. Radtke absent & excused. Also present, Recording Secretary Mary Jo Barck.

Kramer asked the members for a motion to allow her to chair the meeting. Motion by Bieganowski, supported by Marek to have Kramer chair the meeting on this date. Voice Vote. Carried 6-0. 

PLEDGE:  Was recited.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Kramer asked to add item under New Business, “Dangerous Building” and McDonald asked that “DDA Removal” also be added under New Business. Motion by Marek, supported by West to add both items under New Business, and to approve the agenda as amended. Voice Vote. Motion carried 6-0.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  Motion by Marek, supported by Biondo to approve the consent agenda as presented. Roll call vote:  West – yes, McDonald – yes, Marek – yes, Kramer – yes, Biondo – yes, Bieganowski – yes. Motion carried 6-0.

REPORTS:

CHIEF DARYL CASE, GREEN LAKE TOWNSHIP EMERGENCY SERVICES:  
Chief Case attended a Youth Fire Interventional Specialist program. The local team includes Metro, Peninsula, TC Fire and Long Lake Townships. The goal is to coach youth offenders on the danger of fire – before going to court. The Fire Starter program is voluntary and includes parent support.  
A large fire was managed by the department last month. The property is a total loss. An investigation is underway. 

DEPUTY MARK NOFFKE, GREEN LAKE TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER:
Speed signs were up for a few weeks on Gonder Road. Approximately 8,000 vehicles traveled the road during the time period; 17 were rated high risk (20 or more miles over the limit). Most incidents occurred after 9:00 p.m. Deputy Noffke worked the night shift for three weeks and caught several drunk drivers. He also assisted Long Lake Township with a fire and potential suicidal man. Residents at a property on Artist Avenue have been evicted by the out-of-state landlord. This is significant as the current residents were operating a drug house. 

ROAD COMMISSION:

Brad Klucznski, Road Commissioner Manager provided a report which included update on Diamond Park bridge replacement scheduled for this summer. When asked, Klucznski said the bridge work will not include road work, maybe next year. 
Deer disposal situation is still under discussion with DNR and EGLE.
Status of the MPO agreement discussed in March was provided.
The Hartman-Hammond bridge crossing received a report from the DNR and EGLE that it would have little impact on the environment.
Next month Klucznski will have the IT manager of the Road Commission will provide an update on the road priority program to the Board.
Gonder and Riley Road intersection has been studied and does meet qualifications for a four-way stop. A draft ordinance will be sent to the township for review and potential approval to allow deeper right-of-way trimming to improve site distancing. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Scott Richards					11802 Fredmar Drive
Would like the Board to consider changing meeting date and time, currently conflicts with TCAPs school board meetings. It’s important he attend TCAPs meetings due to the pornography being distributed in the libraries. Kramer said the meetings change to the second Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m., beginning in July. 

POSTPONED BUSINESS:

FIRE ENGINE FINANCING FOLLOW-UP:
Chief Case is still working with CSI and Marek is continuing conversation with financing banks.

PARKS & RECREATION:
Marek is looking at funding opportunities. West asked that more options be made available. Marek will provide the members state requirements for public playgrounds.

NEW BUSINESS: 

ROAD NAMING REQUEST:

A request for approval of naming a private road located south of US Hwy 31, owned by Josh Therrien, to Lariat Lane. Motion by Bieganowski, supported by Marek to approve the request as presented. Roll Call Vote: Roll call vote:  West – yes, McDonald – yes, Marek – yes, Kramer – yes, Biondo – yes, Bieganowski – yes. Motion carried 6-0.

MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT: MPA 23-002:

Kramer asked Alycia Reiten, Zoning Administrator to provide an overview of request. Reiten said the parcel at 11512 US Hwy 31 is currently dual zoned, front portion is commercial, rear is residential. Applicant is requesting the entire parcel be zoned commercial, requiring amendments to the master plan zoning map. Biondo said there is a dwelling on the property, Reiten responded there is one located in the commercial portion. McDonald commented that previous changes to the ordinances and master plan may not have been communicated clearly. McDonald questioned the wisdom of chopping the parcel in half. 
Motion by Marek, supported by Kramer to approve MPA 23-002 AND ZMA 23-003 as presented. Roll call vote:  West – yes, McDonald – yes, Marek – yes, Kramer – yes, Biondo – yes, Bieganowski – no. Motion carried 5-1.

ZONING MAP AMENDMENT: ZMA 23-003:

Request to rezone parcel at 11512 US Hwy 31 from R-1 to Commercial without restriction.  
Motion by Marek, supported by Kramer to approve ZMA 23-003 as presented.  Roll call vote:
Biondo—yes, West – yes, Kramer – yes, Bieganowski – no, Marek – yes, McDonald – yes. Motion carried 5-1.

MAREK LEFT MEETING AT 5:41 P.M.

DANGEROUS BUILDING: 2796 J. Maddy Parkway

Bieganowski said he phoned the owner about the plan. A text from owner said the insurance adjuster had just been there and a structural engineer will be needed before insurance approved. Motion by Bieganowski, supported by West to remove Dangerous Building item from the agenda. Voice Vote. Motion carried 5-0. West would like to see the item brought back to the June meeting if no progress has been made. 

DDA REMOVAL:

McDonald stated the DDA has had trouble operating at a quorum. Members are on the DDA until removed by the Board, (DDA Bylaws Article 4.4). After further discussion, a request to contact those members of their interest and new member nominations be brought to the June meeting. Motion by McDonald, supported by Biondo to withdraw the agenda item. Voice Vote. Carried 5-0.

DISCUSSION:
Kramer asked if the members had any questions on the budget. Biondo thinks it looks good, he asked about receipt of the $400,000.00 grant. Kramer said it was not received this round. We will reapply and seek other sources.  Board members agreed no additional budget study sessions are needed.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Alyssa Korn, Road Commissioner
Shared information regarding process to manage meeting attendance


ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by McDonald, supported by Biondo to adjourn at 5:51 p.m. Voice Vote. Motion Carried, 5-0.


Respectfully submitted,


Judith L. Kramer
Green Lake Township Clerk




